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Reformation Sunday 

+ GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW № 505 

Music Notes and Permissions: All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitar-

ian  Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

PRELUDE — Festival Gloria, by Patti Drennan 

POSTLUDE— The Heavens Declare the Glory of God, by Benedetto Marcello  

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

Preaching Minister — Pastor Chris Smith 

Presiding Ministers — Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Chancel Choir; Kari Coad, trumpet 

Point for Pilgrims — Anne Hall 

Reader — Pat Sween 

Prayers — Karla Leitzman 

Video/Audio/Facebook Technical Support — Mike Schulze 

 

This service is being broadcast live on facebook.com/PilgrimStPaul 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

a bulwark never failing; 

our helper frees us from the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, 

forsworn to work us woe, 

with guile and dreadful might  

is armed to wage the fight: 

on earth there is no equal. 

 

3 Though all the world with devils fill 

and threaten to devour us, 

we tremble not, we trust God’s will: 

they cannot overpow’r us. 

Though Satan rant and rage, 

in fiercest war engage, 

this tyrant’s doomed to fail; 

God’s judgement must prevail! 

One little word shall triumph. 

4 God’s Word shall stand above the pow’rs, 

shall end all their thanksgiving. 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, 

for God with us is living. 

Let goods and kindred go, 

this mortal life also; 

though all of these be gone, 

they yet have nothing won. 

The kingdom’s our forever! 
 

Text and Music: Martin Luther 
 

This translation of A Mighty Fortress, one of hun-

dreds around the world, acknowledges war and con-

flict without suggesting that God is an active partic-

ipant in propagating war. Instead of being a “sword 

and shield,” God is a bulwark (defender). Instead of 

God arming “himself to fight,” an ancient foe insti-

gates the battle, while God and God’s Word stand 

above the powers of this world. The text is inspired 

by Psalm 46.  
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PSALM 46 Choir sings the first refrain, than All sing Refrain music by Dale Wood 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

 a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear,  

  though the | earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the 

 depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains  

 tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make  

  glad the cit- | y of God, 

 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city;  

  it shall | not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 

REFRAIN 
 

7The Lord of | hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 

   what desolations God has  

   brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to  

  cease in | all the world; 

   who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 

   and burns the | shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

   I will be exalted among the nations;  

   I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
11The Lord of | hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 

REFRAIN 

Choir sings odd verses, All sing Even verses 
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  + LORD’S PRAYER                                    Vs. 1 Choir, Vss. 2-4 All            ELW № 746 

Music printed on the next page 

 

Text: Martin Luther (1483-1546), abridged: tr. hymnal version (2006) 

Music: VATER UNSER, V. Schumann, 1539 

SERMON HYMN The Church of Christ in Every Age ELW № 729 

Please open your red hymnal to sing this hymn 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  ELW № 517 
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+ SENDING HYMN  Rise O Sun of Righteousness ELW № 657 


