Pilgrim Lutheran Church
January 3, 2020

Epiphany of Our Lord

Worship at Home
All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church!
We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —
the people of God on the journey of faith and life!

Welcome to Worship at Home!

PILGRIM is…
…A Home for Hungry
Minds and Souls
…An inclusive Christian
worshipping community
that seeks, nurtures, and
empowers hungry minds
and souls to live generously in response to God’s
love.
…A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation
…A Caring for Creation
Congregation
…An ELCA Congregation
Before the service,
speak to God;
During the service,
let God speak to you;
After the service,
speak to one another.
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In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health
guidelines, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping
our physical distance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ.
As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for worship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways to provide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and
for nurturing our journeys of faith.
This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you
in worshipping at home on this Sunday, as we seek to continue to connect with God and with the Pilgrim body of Christ and with the body of
Christ around the world.
Regarding upcoming Pilgrim events, we commend you to Pilgrim community emails (always posted on the Pilgrim website in the Covid section), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter (posted on the Pilgrim
website), where we will continue to share updates.
In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of
worship, that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and community sorrows and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through
all.

L: = Leader
Regular Print
C: = Congregation
Bold Print
PRELUDE
The text may be read on
pg. 10. The tune is by
Georg Neumark (16211681).

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

Wise Ones, They Came to Look for Wisdom
Choral Scholars and choir members

arr. John Bell

SILENCE The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection.
WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN

We Three Kings of Orient Are
Vss. 1 & 5

John Henry Hopkins
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
POINT FOR PILGRIMS
READING

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Text: Marcus Aurelius
Clemens Prudentius
(348-413), vs. 1 tr. by
Paul Stever, vs. 3 tr.
composite
Music: Plainsong, 13th
century

4

Pastor Carol Tomer
Isaiah 60:1-6

"Arise, shine, for your light has come! the glory of YHWH is rising upon you!
Though darkness still covers the earth and dense clouds enshroud the peoples,
upon you YHWH now dawns, and God's glory will be seen among you! The
nations will come to your light and the leaders to your bright dawn! Lift up
your eyes, and look around: they're all gathering and coming to you-- your
daughters and your sons journey from afar, escorted in safety; you'll see them
and beam with joy, your heart will swell with pride. The riches of the sea will
flow to you, and the wealth of the nations will come to you-- camel caravans
will cover your roads, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of YHWH.
L: Holy wisdom, holy word.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten

ELW № 295

GOSPEL READING

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)

1In

the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet:
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.
L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Pastor Bonnie Nash
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HYMN
Text: Nikolai
F.S. Grundtvig
Music: 19th
century Danish
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HYMN

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky
Vss. 1 & 3-4

ELW № 301

PRAYER
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we
pray for all of God’s creation
PEACE
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Isaiah Announcement

OFFERING HYMN
Text: Christina Rosetti
Tune: Gustav Holst

OFFERING INVITATION
During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings.
Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105.
https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul
OFFERING HYMN

In the Bleak Midwinter

ELW № 294
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SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:
L: God of mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
paraphrased by
an anonymous
source

Sung to AWAY IN A MANGER
To You, God, in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. O come, reign alone;
O hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;
In times of temptation, to lead us be near;
From evil deliver your children most dear.
For yours is this wide world; o’er all things you reign.
And yours is the power, all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
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SENDING
HYMN text and
tune by Philipp
Nicolai (15661608)

SENDING HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
Vss. 1-2

ELW № 308
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DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace...
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Der Tag, der ist so freudenrich, BWV 605 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

This is the day that is so joyous for all creatures, for God’s Son from heaven is miraculously born of a Virgin. Mary, you were chosen to be a mother. What wondrous thing
has happened? God’s Son from heave has been born man.
(from an anonymous German text that was sung to this German Chorale from 1714)
Music Notes and Permissions: All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909
Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian
Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007

About Our Worship Today
Preaching Minister — Pastor Bonnie Nash
Presiding Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer and Pastor Jen Rome
Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever
Musicians — Choral Scholars and Choir members
Prayers — Peter Spuit
Reader — Coralie Hunter
Point for Pilgrims — Pastor Carol Tomer
Zoom Technical Support — Will Mitchell
PRELUDE text (1981) by Christopher M. Idle (b. 1938), adapted
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1 Wise ones, they came to look for wisdom,
finding one wiser than they knew;
rich ones, they met with one yet richer —
King of the kings, they knelt to you:
Jesus, our wisdom from above,
wealth and redemption, life and love.

3 Magi, they stooped to see your splendour,
led by a star to light supreme;
promised Messiah, Lord eternal,
glory and peace are in your name.
Joy of each day, our song by night,
shine on our path your holy light.

2 Pilgrims they were, from unknown countries,
searching for one who knows the world;
lost are their names, and strange their journeys,
famed is their zeal to find the child:
Jesus, in you the lost are claimed,
strangers are found, and known, and named.

4 Guests of their God, they opened treasures,
incense and gold and solemn myrrh,
welcoming one too young to question
how came these gifts, and what they were.
Gift beyond price of gold or gem,
make among us your Bethlehem.

Pilgrim Staff

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
1935 St. Clair Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105
651-699-6886
PilgrimStPaul.org

Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer
Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome
Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson
Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director................ Paul Stever
Director of Children’s Choirs ................................................................. Maggie Priola
Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold
Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries ................... Alex Theship-Rosales
Business Manager ....................................................................................... Cathy Salin
Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd
Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson
Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal
Custodian/M@P Support......................................................................... Mike Schulze
Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke,
Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman,
Jimmy Gerding
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