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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health 

guidelines, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping 

our physical distance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. 

As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for wor-

ship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways to pro-

vide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and 

for nurturing our journeys of faith. 

 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you 

in worshipping at home on this Sunday, as we seek to continue to con-

nect with God and with the Pilgrim body of Christ and with the body of 

Christ around the world. 

 

Regarding upcoming Pilgrim events, we commend you to Pilgrim com-

munity emails (always posted on the Pilgrim website in the Covid sec-

tion), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter (posted on the Pilgrim 

website), where we will continue to share updates. 

 

In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of 

worship, that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and com-

munity sorrows and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through 

all. 

Worship at Home 
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 L: = Leader  

Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

PRELUDE God of Grace and God of Glory Paul Manz 

 

SILENCE FOR CENTERING  

 The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP — based on a shepherd’s call, sung by Pete and Elsie Newburg 

God calls: “Come, be my people, I am your God.” 

God calls: “Come, my children, I have made you all.” 

God calls: “Come, be my priests and love my hurting world 

and be my people, ministers forever.” 

God calls! God calls! 

LITANY 

 

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  

  Text: Edward H. Plumper (1821-1891), adapted by Carol Tomer; Music: Arthur H. Messiter 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Pastor Carol Tomer 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

based on a Latvian 

shepherd’s call by Ieva 

Graufelde and Carol 

Tomer © 1997 

 

LITANY 

created by Carol Tomer 
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SONG OF PRAISE  All You Works of God Marty Haugen 

 Led by Kristo, Henry, and Austin Sween  

SCRIPTURE READING  Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 

I plead with you, then, in the name of our Redeemer, to lead a life worthy of 
your calling. 2Treat one another charitably, in complete selflessness, gentle-
ness and patience. 3Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit through 
the peace that binds you together. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called into one hope when you were called. 5There is one Savior, one 
faith, one baptism, 6one God and Creator of all, who is over all, who works 
through all and is within all. 7Each of us has received God's grace in the meas-
ure in which Christ has bestowed it. 
And to some, the gift they were given is that they should be apostles; to some, 
prophets; to some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers. 12These gifts 
were given to equip fully the holy ones for the work of service, and to build up 
the body of Christ—13until we all attain unity in our faith and in our 
knowledge of the Only Begotten of God, until we become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

SONG OF 

PRAISE 

Text: vs. 1 by 

Marty Haugen, 

vss. 2-3 by Carol 

Tomer 

 

This song was 

sung at Pastor 

Tomer's installa-

tion service at 

Pilgrim; she has 

written new 

verses for today.  
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SCRIPTURE READING  1 Corinthians 3:5-9; 21-23; 4:1 
5After all, who is Apollos? And who is Paul? They are ministers through whom 
you came to believe. Even the different ways in which they brought the Gospel 
were as signed to them by God. 6I did the planting, Apollos did the watering, 
but God caused the growth. 7Neither the planter nor the waterer matters-only 
God, who makes things grow. 8It is all one who does the planting and who does 
the watering, and all will be duly paid according to their share in the work. 
9We are coworkers with God; you are God's farm, God's building. 
21So there is nothing to boast about in anything human, 22whether it be Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future-all 
these are yours, 23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 
4:1Therefore, we should be regarded as people in service to Christ, as people 
entrusted with the mysteries of God. 
 

L: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carol Tomer 
 
SERMON HYMN Our Home, Our Pilgrim Way 

Commissioned by Pilgrim Lutheran Church in honor of  
Pastor Carol J. Tomer’s 25th anniversary of ordination 
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Text by Suzanne Swanson, © 2013; Music by Steven Amundson, © 2013 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

All chant on a single pitch, given and accompanied by the organ 

C: We believe in one God, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
who in goodness created us and by grace sustains us. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
beloved child of God, 
who became a human being and lived among us, 
experiencing fully the joys, sorrows and temptations of human life. 
While he walked the earth, he taught and healed, 
but most of all he loved, 
and showed us how to love one another. 
By us and for us he was crucified; 
he died and was buried. 
Yet he rose again and lives on, 
freeing us and empowering us to be children of God. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
poured out upon the early disciples at the Day of Pentecost 
and upon us in our baptisms. 
The Spirit has spoken through the prophets, 
continues still to speak through us today, 
and joins us together in the body of Christ, 
yearning within us to pray for those things too deep for words, 
nourishing us in faith 
and bringing us to the wholeness of life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PEACE  

 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 

AFFIRMATION OF 

FAITH 

from the MIT Lutheran-

Episcopal Ministry, 

Cambridge, MA 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of a Call 

  

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

 OFFERING HYMN O God, Ev’ry Day 

 Music: Folk tune from Va stmanland, Sweden (which has become Sweden’s de facto national  
  anthem); FINLANDIA, by Jean Sibelius 
 Text: Carol Tomer, © 2013, revised 2021; vs. 1 -- for Nordic Evening Prayer, based on Mary  
  Oliver’s poem “So Every Day”; vs. 2 -- for worship on Jan. 10, 2021 
 * Martin Luther: “We are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it. The process is not  

  finished, but it is going on.” 

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  
L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

OFFERING HYMN 
This song was sung at 
Pastor Tomer's 25th 
ordination anniver-
sary service at Pilgrim; 
she has revised the 
text for today. 
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AN ADAPTED VERSION OF THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   From the New Zealand Prayer Book 

 Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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SENDING HYMN 

This hymn was also 

sung at Pastor 

Tomer's installation 

service at Pilgrim.  

SENDING HYMN     In Thee Is Gladness ELW № 867 

Text: vs. 1 — Johann Lindermann, 1549-1631, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878;  
vs. 2 — Madeleine Forell Marshall, © 1988, for Pastor Carol Tomer’s ordination service. 

 

DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Toccata C.M. Widor 
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Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

BULLETIN COVER:  by Judy Swanson, © 1988, for Pastor Carol Tomer’s ordination service 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching and Presiding Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Co-Presiding  Minister — Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars and Choir members; Pete and Elsie Newburg; Kristo, 

Henry, and Austin Sween 

Prayers — Karla Leitzman 

Reader — Pria Stauning 

Point for Pilgrims — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Zoom Technical Support — Stephen Bell-Kemp 

 

About “Our Home, Our Pilgrim Way,” the hymn commissioned by Pilgrim, on the 

occasion of the 25th anniversary of Pastor Carol Tomer’s ordination, celebrated at 

Pilgrim on Nov. 17, 2013.  This hymn was created by Suzanne Swanson and Ste-

ven Amundson. 

 

Suzanne is a poet and Pilgrim member, who has created word weavings for the Celtic 

contemplative evening services at Pilgrim for a number of years. She has been a 

member of the Laurel Poetry Collective, has published several collections of poet-

ry, and has worked as a psychologist specializing in working with pregnancy, 

postpartum and mothering. Steve is the conductor of the Saint Olaf College Or-

chestra, a role he has served in since he was 25 years old. He grew up in a parson-

age, in Brooklyn, N.Y. and Wind Lake, Wisconsin, places where his much young-

er :) cousin, Carol Tomer, also spent lots of time. He has written 21 orchestral 

works, that have been performed by over one hundred orchestras, including the 

BBC Concert Orchestra, Toronto Symphony and the Chicago Symphony.  This was 

his first hymn commission. 

 

About the hymn text, Suzanne wrote in 2013: 

I am grateful to have been invited to write the text for a hymn to honor Pastor Carol 

Tomer, and celebrate the 25th anniversary of her ordination. The challenge -- cre-

ate stanzas that “know” and recognize Pastor Carol, but make the hymn larger 

than one person, larger than the occasion, larger than Pilgrim Lutheran.  

I gathered Carol-specific and Pilgrim-specific phrases and words: 

* “The pilgrim path/way” (of course!) 

* “Hungry minds and souls” 

* “We’ve been expecting you.” 

* “May God’s goodness be yours, and well, and seven times well.” (sung at the clos-

ing of the Celtic service) 

* “Not an easy peace.” 
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You will see these (or their echoes) in the hymn. And, of course, I had to include danc-

ing, one of Pastor Carol’s favorite forms of worship. 

These phrases are embedded from the beginning in the beauty of the invocation, “God 

in whom we live and move and have our being.” With that introduction, I hope the 

hymn belongs not just to Pastor Carol, but to all of us. The rhythm of that phrase 

set the rhythm for the hymn -- simple and also, I hope, singable. 

But of course, we would not be singing these words without Steve Amundson’s lovely 

and carefully crafted score, music which will carry our gratitude to the Holy One, 

our home, our pilgrim way, far beyond today. We sing now -- dancing, praying, 

walking --with the saints who’ve gone before, for those who will come after us, 

with our sisters and brothers next door and in the Philippines and in Nicaragua 

and in Syria and at our sister congregation in Tanzania and all over the world: 

“God’s goodness does not cease.” 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs ................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries ................... Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager ....................................................................................... Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


