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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health 
guidelines, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping 
our physical distance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. 
As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for wor-
ship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways to pro-
vide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and 
for nurturing our journeys of faith. 
 
This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you 
in worshipping at home on this Sunday. We invite you to participate in 
this experience of the good news of the gospel in whatever ways make 
most sense for you. It might mean pushing the pause button at any 
point, or journeying through this experience repeatedly in the coming 
days. We offer this as one way to support you in feeling connected to 
God and to the Pilgrim body of Christ and to the body of Christ around 
the world. 
 
This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the 
back of the bulletin. We commend you to Pilgrim community emails 
(always posted on the Pilgrim website homepage), as well as the Pil-
grim monthly newsletter (posted on the Pilgrim website), where we 
will continue to share updates. 
 
In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of 
worship, that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and com-
munity sorrows and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through 
all.  

Worship at Home 
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 L: = Leader  

Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

PRELUDE Each Winter As the Year Grows Older arr.  Robert Hobby 

 Choral Scholars and choir members 
 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING RITE       Come Now, O Prince of Peace  ELW № 247 

Vs. 1, Prayer of Preparation, Vs. 2-4 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

The text may be read on 

pg. 10. 
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 PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

L:  Each candle, C: a thin place… 

L:  Each step, C: a pilgrimage…  

L:  Each longing, C: a meeting place with God… 

L:  Each awakening, C: a journey of repentance and transformation …  

L:  On this Advent journey, in these present days, we pray: 

 C:  reconcile your people, O God.  Amen. 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING & POINT FOR PILGRIMS Claudia Gordon 

 

PSALM 126  Music by Kevin Vogt 

1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 

then were we like | those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 

Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for 

them.”  REFRAIN 
3The Lord has done great | things for us, 

and we are | glad indeed. 
4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 

like the watercourses | of the Negeb. 
5Those who | sowed with tears 

will reap with | songs of joy. 
6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 

will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.  REFRAIN 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PRAYER OF  

PREPARATION 

Created by Carol Tomer 

PSALM Refrain and 

tone are from “An 

Order for Morning 

Prayer: St. Olaf 

Service” 
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READING    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, 17pray constantly, 18and give thanks for everything—for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Don't stifle the Spirit; 20don't despise the 
prophetic gift. 21 But test everything and accept only what is good. 22Avoid any 
semblance of evil. 23May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness. May 
you be preserved whole and complete-spirit, soul, and body—irreproachable 
at the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ. 24The One who calls us is trustworthy: 
God will make sure it comes to pass. 

 

L: Holy wisdom, holy word.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Prepare the Royal Highway  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Music: Advent folk melo-

dy from Dalarna Sweden 

Text: by Franz Mikael 

Franzén, adapted 
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GOSPEL READING  John 1:6-8, 19-28  

Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, 7who came as a witness to 
testify about the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe. 8He 
himself wasn't the Light; he only came to testify about the Light—the true Light 
that illumines all humankind.  
19Now the Temple authorities sent emissaries from Jerusalem—priests and Le-
vites—to talk to John. "Who are you?" they asked. 
This is John's testimony: 20he didn't refuse to answer, but freely admitted, "I am 
not the Messiah." 
21"Who are you, then?" they asked. "Elijah?" 
"No, I am not," he answered. 
"Are you the Prophet?" 
"No," he replied. 
22Finally they said to him, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those 
who sent us. What do you have to say for yourself?" 
23John said, "I am, as Isaiah prophesied, the voice of someone crying out in the 
wilderness, Make straight our God's road!'" 
24The emissaries were members of the Pharisee sect. 25They questioned him fur-
ther: "If you're not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, then why are you baptiz-
ing people?" 
26John said, "I baptize with water because among you stands someone whom you 
don't recognize—27the One who is to come after me—the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy even to untie." 28This occurred in Bethany, across the Jordan River, 
where John was baptizing. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carol Tomer 
 
SILENCE 

 
PEACE  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Retirement Blessing for Mike Schulze 

   

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

SILENCE 
The singing bowl  

invites us into a few  

moments of silence and 

reflection. 
PRAYER 

We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 
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OFFERING HYMN  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW № 255 

Vss. 1 & 3 
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SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  

L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  Creator of all, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and                     forever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

This version of the 

Lord's Prayer, with 

the words "save us in 

the time of trial," is 

from the Iona Com-

munity in Scotland. 
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SENDING HYMN   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW № 249 
Vss 1-4 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Wake, Awake arr. Paul Manz 
 
Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Presiding  Minister — Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars and Choir members 

Prayers —  Lois Wintersteen 

Reader —  Josh Moss 

Point for Pilgrims — Claudia Gordon 

Zoom Technical Support — Stephen Bell-Kemp 

 

PRELUDE  text by William Gay, tune by Annabeth Gay, 1971 
 

1. Each winter as the year grows older, 
 We each grow older too. 
 The chill sets in a little colder; 
 The verities we knew 
 Seem shaken and untrue. 
 

2. When race and class cry out for treason, 
 When sirens call for war, 
 They overshout the voice of reason, 
 And scream till we ignore 
 All we held dear before. 
 

3. Yet I believe beyond believing, 
 That life can spring from death; 
 That growth can flower from our grieving; 
 That we can catch our breath 
 And turn transfixed by faith. 
 

4. So even as the sun is turning, 
 To journey to the north, 
 The living flame, in secret burning, 
 Can kindle on the earth, 
 And bring God's love to birth. 
 

5. O Child of ecstasy and sorrows, 
 O Prince of peace and pain, 
 Brighten today's world by tomorrow's, 
 Renew our lives again; 
 Lord Jesus, come and reign! 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs ................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................... Pamela Erwin 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries ................... Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager ....................................................................................... Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


