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ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship L = Leader, Regular Print 

ACS= All Creation Sings   C = Congregation,  Bold 

LBW= Lutheran Book of Worship  + = Please stand, if you are able  

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE  Pilgrims Hymn   by Stephen Paulus 

Chancel Choir 
 

Even before we call on Your name To ask You, O God,  
When we seek for the words to glorify You, You hear our prayer; 
Unceasing love, O unceasing love, Surpassing all we know.  
Glory to the father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Even with darkness sealing us in, We breathe Your name,  
And through all the days that follow so fast, We trust in You; 
Endless Your grace, O endless Your grace, Beyond all mortal dream.  
Both now and forever, And unto ages and ages, Amen.       

       

  Text by Michael Dennis Browne 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

+ LITANY 

Leader: Eternal God, in this 100th year of life and ministry of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, we give 

thanks for the ways you have led us to care for others as expression of the life and story of Jesus 

Christ; and we confess to you the ways we have not. The human story is rich and complicated, 

full of sorrow and joy. God, through Pilgrim’s story,   

Congregation: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: Creator God, hundreds of years before Pilgrim was even an idea, oaks towered and grasses 

blew. The Dakota people, living and thriving here, were creating everyday objects with bone 



3 

beads and seed beads, mirroring the beauty of your creation. We lament and condemn the trea-

ties and wars that decimated them. God, we acknowledge and confess that we profit from their 

continued loss. God, as you work with us to make amends,  

C: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: Healing God, as soldiers returned from World War I, this city grew to house them. Thank you 

for our founding church, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, as they saw in this new neighbor-

hood a need for the healing and care that community in Christ could bring. Solace and joy ex-

pressed in coffee cups filled and washed fueled the conversation that created the Pilgrim com-

munity. God, as you continue to pour out care for our community today,  

C: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: God of justice, at the time the beautiful Macalester Groveland neighborhood was established, 

the racism of the world was built right into it—with racial covenants and burning crosses and 

broken windows of black residents like Nellie and William Francis. We lament and condemn this 

hate. We acknowledge and confess that we benefitted from the racism that hurt them. God, as 

we seek to make reparations and repair relationships with Black, Indigenous, and people of col-

or,   

C: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: God of waiting, when the Great Depression came, you gave Pilgrim patience as they delayed 

building the sanctuary and worshiped in the basement. Thank for you for their vision of beauty 

and praise that raised the sanctuary as we know it today, with stained glass, carved wood, and 

shaped metal. God, as you use this building to foster faith,  

C: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: Expansive God, as babies boomed they filled this place with life. Pilgrim expanded in num-

bers and then in welcome: to embrace GLBTQIA+ people, those hurt by the church, young 

adults, and children coming with all their energy and exuberance. When all dearly loved chil-

dren of God come as they are, they bring varied joy and delight, like light refracting through a 

crystal prism to create little rainbows all around. God, as our welcome deepens and expands,  

C: Your Spirit lives on!  

L: Redeeming God, you call us to know and tell the story of our congregation in all its beauty 

and brokenness. You collect the shards of it all—stained glass and broken windows, seed beads 

and coffee cups, crystal prisms bending light into rainbows—to craft of us a mosaic, a new crea-

tion. God, as you call this community in Christ in all our broken beauty into your future,  

C: Your Spirit lives on!  
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+ PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Rejoice O Pilgrim Throng LBW № 553 

Vss. 1-4 & 6 

Play shakers on the Refrain 

+ GREETING 

L: The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
     be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 
 

 

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Gracious God… following the path of God’s vision of what lies ahead.  
C: Amen.  

POINT FOR PILGRIMS 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

6 At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt. 

Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916 
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READINGS Jeremiah 6:16, 29:11-13 

 6:16Thus says the LORD: 

 Stand at the crossroads, and look, 

 and ask for the ancient paths, 

 where the good way lies; and walk in it, 

 and find rest for your souls. 

 But they said, "We will not walk in it." 
29:11For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope. 12Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I 

will hear you. 13When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. 

 

 7Where can I go from your spirit? Psalm 139:7-10 

 Or where can I flee from your presence? 

 8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

 if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

 9If I take the wings of the morning 

 and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

 10even there your hand shall lead me, 

 and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 

L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word 

C: Thanks be to God. 

+ GOSPEL PROCESSION Hail Thee, Festival Day! ELW № 394 

All sing and play shakers on the Refrain 

Choir verse:     Spirit of life and of pow’r now flow in us, fount of our being, 

 light that enlightens all, life that in all may abide: 
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+ GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52 

41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44As-

suming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look 

for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusa-

lem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his under-

standing and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said 

to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for 

you in great anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went 

down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word 

C: Thanks be to God. 

+ GOSPEL RECESSION Hail Thee, Festival Day! ELW № 394 

All sing and play shakers on the Refrain 

 

 

Choir verse:  Praise to the giver of good! O Lover and Author of concord,  

   pour out your balm on our days; order our ways in your peace: 
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SERMON  Pastor Bonnie Nash 

 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

SERMON HYMN  O Pilgrims, Come 

  Choir sings first verse; all sing refrain and vss. 2-4 

 

Music on the insert page 

 

+ PEACE 

 

OFFERING INVITATION and COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ANTHEM The Road Home by Stephen Paulus 

  Chancel Choir 
 

1. Tell me, where is the road I can call my own, That I left, that I lost, So long ago? 
 All these years I have wandered, Oh, when will I know  
 There's a way, there's a road That will lead me home?  
 
2.  After wind, after rain, When the dark is done. As I wake from a dream In the gold of day, 
 Through the air there's a calling From far away,  
 There's a voice I can hear That will lead me home. 
 
3.  Rise up, follow me, Come away, is the call, With the love in your heart As the only song; 
 There is no such beauty As where you belong: Rise up, follow me, I will lead you home. 
 

Text by Michael Dennis Browne 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE— after each petition: 

L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

PRAYER 

We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God,  

and we pray for all of God’s creation 



8 

+ LORD’S PRAYER 

L: And now we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us, saying: O Light to our Path, Our Mother,  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

+ BLESSING 

 

+ RECESSIONAL HYMN  We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW № 866 

Play shakers throughout 

1. We are marching in the light of God… 

2. We are walking in the light of God… 

3. We are singing in the light of God… 
 

+ DISMISSAL  

 

POSTLUDE  Fugue in Eb (“ST. ANNE”)  by J.S. Bach 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Be sure to stay for cake and refreshments on Pilgrim’s west lawn  
following worship this morning. 
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ABOUT TODAY’S PREACHER 

Pastor Bonnie Nash has always been drawn to 

the concept of pilgrimage so a church called Pil-

grim resonated with her.  Pilgrimage is the out-

ward physical movement of letting go and trust-

ing God to lead you and keep you throughout 

life.  It is the outward expression of our inner 

soul’s journey here on earth.   

In pilgrimage, Pastor Bonnie has followed the 

early footsteps of Celtic saints from Croagh Pat-

rick to Iona to Lindisfarne.  She journeyed by 

camel through the Sinai Desert in the fleeing 

footsteps of the ancient Israelites.  This led to 

walking the sacred path of Jesus in Jerusalem.  

Professionally, Pastor Bonnie has been a parish 

pastor and a hospice chaplain.  Before retire-

ment, she and three other women created Grace 

Hospice, a thriving spiritually based hospice in 

the Twin Cities.   

ABOUT PILGRIM’S ANNIVERSARY HYMN 

Anniversaries are a time of reflecting, celebrat-

ing, and looking ahead. O Pilgrims, Come (the 

hymn commissioned for Pilgrim’s 100th anni-

versary) provides a springboard to do exactly 

that. With every singing, we reflect on our histo-

ry, celebrate God’s companionship on the jour-

ney, and consider our path into the future. 

The lyrics were written by David Weiss, a poet, 

theologian, and friend of Pilgrim since 2004. We 

came to know David more fully, and he us, 

when he served as our theologian-in-residence 

in 2014-15. David compares his writing process 

to making soup. He collected ideas and images 

from Pilgrim’s written and digital materials, and 

even wandered the building itself. David says he 

then “listened to everything as it simmered for a 

good while.” Like the flavors in a tasty soup, the 

results of his endeavor are deep and rich. The 

focus of Verse 1 is on our earliest origins and ar-

chitecture. Verse 2 is a sweep of history, Verse 3 

is about art and worship, and Verse 4 leans into 

the future. In the refrain, we return again and 

again to elements of Pilgrim’s identity. To add 

interest, David used a 7/7 rhyme scheme for the 

verses and an 8/6 rhyme scheme for the refrain. 

Want to know more? Come to the forum on Oc-

tober 17, when David will explain his writing 

process and the meanings behind the words. 

 The music was composed by Anne Krentz Or-

gan, a nationally recognized composer who cur-

rently serves as the Director of Music Ministries 

at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, Illi-

nois. Ann was intrigued with the dual rhyme 

schemes David set up in the text. She said it was 

helpful from a compositional standpoint to have 

the verses stand alone before transitioning into 

the refrain. Given the length of the text, she em-

ployed the use of several tonal centers to pro-

vide momentum. The hymn begins in F minor, 

switches to F major part way through, and then 

moves to C major for the refrain. In an interview 

with Paul Stever found here (https://

tinyurl.com/Pilgrim-Hymn-Interview), Ann ex-

plains her compositional approach and her be-

liefs about the value of music. She concludes 

with these wishes for Pilgrim: “I hope [the 

hymn] feels natural. I hope it will become part of 

your congregation and live in your bones. . . . I 

hope you will use it and sing it for years to 

come.”  
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ABOUT OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

Preaching Minister — Pastor Bonnie Nash 

Presiding Minister — Pastor Jen Rome and Pastor Chris Smith 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Chancel Choir; Didrik Peterson, trombone; Pastor 

Jen Rome, flute 

Prayers — Anderson family 

Reader — Pat Sween 

Point for Pilgrims — Lizz Sable Stauning 

Usher — Claudia Gordon, Katia McDonough 

Cross Bearer, Torch Bearer, Book Bearer — Theo Miller, Frank-

lin Miller, Miriam Spuit 
 

Video/Audio/Facebook Technical Support — Dan Ninow, 

Hana Ninow 

Music Notes and Permissions: All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield 

Publishers, 2007 

 

 

This service is being broadcast live on facebook.com/PilgrimStPaul 

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 

Continue in the Pilgrim anniversary spirit by 

attending upcoming 100th anniversary events: 

October 17, 10:40 a.m. Forum: Learn about the 

100th anniversary hymn text written by lyricist 

David Weiss. David’s hymn text is a bit like a 

slice of flourless chocolate torte—it’s rich and fla-

vorful. Join the discussion, as Pilgrims share their 

favorite phrases from the text and explore the 

nuances of meaning David has baked into the 

lyrics 

October 31, 10:40 a.m. Forum: Stay for the intri-

guing talk by Dan Bielenberg of the Center for 

Learning and Neighborhood Involvement as he 

presents and takes questions on the topic, 

“Future Trends in the Church.”  

November 21, Sunday morning worship at 9:30 

a.m.: Join us as we close out the 100th anniver-

sary season by welcoming Saint Paul Area Synod 

Bishop Patricia Lull, who will preach in worship. 

Worship will include special features to help us 

celebrate Pilgrim’s past and look to the future 

with excitement. 

Sunday, October 24 will be a busy day at Pil-

grim!  

930 a.m. Worship: Pastor Justin Grimm of the 

Saint Paul Area Synod will preach, and the gath-

ered Pilgrim community will commission the 

Call Committee. 

10:40 a.m. Forum: During the forum hour, Pastor 

Justin will present and review the newly com-

pleted Ministry Site Profile of Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church. The Ministry Site Profile is the docu-

ment which is shared with candidates under con-

sideration for call as Pilgrim’s next Lead Pastor. 

The Profile will be approved at the close of the 

review. 
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Monday, Oct 11 10:00 am Women for Sobriety (Fireside Room) 

 7:00 pm Earthtones Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 7:00 pm O. A. (Lower Level) 

Tuesday, Oct 12 1:30 pm Staff Meeting (Zoom) 

 6:30 pm Congregational Life & Care Committee (Lower Level) 

 7:00 pm Scout Troop 9091 

Wednesday, Oct 13 6:15 pm Families in Faith Class—6th Grade (Zoom) 

 6:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 pm SMART Team Meeting (Zoom) 

 7:30 pm 100th Anniversary Committee (Zoom) 

Thursday, Oct 13 10:00 am Saint Paul Area Synod Interim Pastors Group (Lower Level) 

Sunday, Oct 17 9:30 am Worship 

 10:40 am Forum 

 1:30 pm Middle School/High School Apple Picking Event 

PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

We pray for justice for all Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Color who have been victims of police 

violence, as well as their families and communi-

ties. We seek your presence, gracious God, and 

your protection at all protests for justice, that 

peace may prevail and that the eyes of all may be 

opened to the urgent need to end white suprem-

acy, white privilege, and systemic racism, so that 

all may live in peace and have equal opportunity 

to grow and thrive in communities of respect and 

justice. 

For our governor and all Minnesota public serv-

ants, as they lead and serve our whole state; for 

our national and international leaders, for wis-

dom during this pandemic; for the vulnerable in 

our society, including those suffering with 

COVID-19, those who are unemployed, those 

struggling with depression and other mental 

health issues; members of the call committee in 

their discernment process; Sharon Anderson, 

mother of Lori Otto, treatment for breast cancer; 

Suzanne Swanson, treatment for cancer; 

Don Hogquist, residing now at Episcopal Homes 

(and welcoming visitors!); Nonny Smith, diagno-

sis of breast cancer, receiving chemo; Jon Olson, 

father of Hannah Olson, for recovery from a 

farming accident; Devlin (friend of Paul Stever), 

struggling with father's recent cancer diagnosis; 

Linda Hahn, health concerns; Jan Jacoby, recov-

ing from a stroke; Kate Raleigh, friend of Kate 

and Matt Spindler, recovery from surgery. 

Leslie Tunstall, living with lung cancer and 

COPD; Eleanor Boyer, mother of Elaine Boyer-

Haymond, in hospice care; Serena Asta, chronic 

neurological Lyme disease; Lisa Berg; Lillian 

Knutson; Mike Regal, Chuck’s son, ongoing care 

following a serious motorcycle accident. 

Family and friends of Rod Olsen, who died on 

September 25; Lee Fargo and family on the death 

of her cousin Paul Fladland on August 10; Terri, 

Eliana, and Meron Bly, on the death of their fa-

ther/grandfather, Julian Elofson, on July 24; 

Stephanie Gossett, on the death of her grand-

mother, Ella Lucille Barker, on July 12. 
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EVENING WORSHIP AT PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Celtic Contemplative Communion, Contemplative Prayer from Nordic and Other Lands, and Com-

pline services provide contemplative music, readings, candle lighting, contemplative silence, and 

more. Please join us for these services and invite your friends and neighbors!  

Celtic Contemplative Communion: Oct 10, Nov 14, and Dec 12 at 6:51pm  

This is a mostly new, re-designed service with more emphasis on contemplation, and with new 

music. (Available in person, No Facebook livestream)  

Contemplative Prayer from Nordic and Other Lands: Oct 24, and Nov 28 at 6:51pm  

This service continues to focus on music from Scandinavian countries, now also featuring mu-

sic and influences from around the world. (Available in person, No Facebook livestream) 

Compline: Nov 7 and Dec 5 at 8:00pm  

This 30 minute service features chants, hymns, and other contemplative music, led by our ten-

or-bass Contemplative Choir. Very little of the service is spoken. Join us in person or face-

book.com/PilgrimStPaul. A Facebook account is not required and you can listen to past ser-

vices as well at https://www.facebook.com/PilgrimStPaul/live/.  

 

Thank you 100th Anniversary and Congregational Life and Care Teams!  

We have been experiencing and enjoying the ministry of these two teams throughout 
Pilgrim’s 100th Anniversary season, with ice cream, pies, and cake and warm hospital-
ity and with a commissioned hymn, beautiful visuals, and special speakers. Thank 
you so much to the people who have worked so hard to make this time delightful and 
meaningful: 

Anniversary Team: Ann Dyellig, Peg Hayes, Barbara McCauley, Beth Nelson, Melanie Ru-
da, Lizz Sable Stauning, Mike Schulze, and Nonny Smith.  
Congregational Life and Care Team: Ann Dyellig, Pam Itzin, Mary Lundberg, Barbara 
McCauley, Judy Tande, Barbara Taylor, and Phyllis Zumach. You all are a blessing to the 
Pilgrim community! 

Many thanks are due also to Beth Nelson and Sara Wrolstad for making the fabric 

banners and altar cloth. 


