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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health 

guidelines, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping 

our physical distance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. 

As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for wor-

ship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways to pro-

vide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and 

for nurturing our journeys of faith. 

 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you 

in worshipping at home on this Sunday, as we seek to continue to con-

nect with God and with the Pilgrim body of Christ and with the body of 

Christ around the world. 

 

Regarding upcoming Pilgrim events, we commend you to Pilgrim com-

munity emails (always posted on the Pilgrim website in the Covid sec-

tion), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter (posted on the Pilgrim 

website), where we will continue to share updates. 

 

In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of 

worship, that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and com-

munity sorrows and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through 

all. 

Worship at Home 
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 L: = Leader  

Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

PRELUDE Coventry Carol arr. Ralph Johnson 

  Choral Scholars and choir members  
 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION 

L: Holy God, we know that you have been present to us throughout all of his-
tory, even throughout our own histories. We know you will be with us in 
our future. 

C: Yet often we don’t live as if we know that. 
L: As Simeon recognized in Jesus the salvation of his people, we recognize in 

Jesus’ Way our own wholeness and health, 
C: yet we often fail to follow.   
L: As Anna recognized in Jesus the redemption of her people, we recognize in 

Jesus God’s saving grace for us, 
C: yet we often fail to rejoice and to share this good news.   
C: Forgive us, make us wise and joyful and strong so that we live in the 

understanding of your never-ending love. Amen.   
 

ABSOLUTION 

L: The scriptures promise that God will make all things new. As God makes 
the year new, we are also made new by God’s (+) love and forgiveness in 
Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

The text may be read on 

pg. 11.  
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GATHERING HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW № 279  
Vss. 1 & 4 
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POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Kate Kennedy Spindler 
  

PSALM 148   Refrain music by Michael Krentz 

1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens; 

 praise God | in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, | all you angels; 

 sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; 

 sing praise, all you | shining stars.  
4Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens, 

 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 

 who commanded, and they | were created, 
6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

 giving them a law that shall not | pass away.  REFRAIN 
7Praise the Lord | from the earth, 

 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
9mountains | and all hills, 

 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
10wild beasts | and all cattle, 

 creeping things and | flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 

 princes and all rulers | of the world; 
12young | men and maidens, 

 old and | young together.  
13Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 

 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people  

and praise for all | faithful servants, 

 the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! REFRAIN 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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GOSPEL READING  Luke 2:22-40  
 

22When the day came for them to be purified, as laid down by the Law of Moses, 
the couple took Jesus up to Jerusalem and presented him to God. 23For it’s written 
in the Law of our God, “Every firstborn heir is to be consecrated to God.” 24They 
likewise came to offer in sacrifice “a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons,” in 
accord with the dictate of the Law of our God. 
25Now there lived in Jerusalem a man named Simeon. He was devout and just, an-
ticipating the consolation of Israel, and he was filled with the Holy Spirit. 26She 
had revealed to Simeon that he wouldn’t see death until he had seen the Messiah 
of God. 27Prompted by her, Simeon came to the Temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child to perform the customary rituals of the Law, 28he took the 
child in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Now, O God, you can dismiss your 
servant in peace, just as you promised; 30because my eyes have seen the salva-
tion31 which you have prepared for all the peoples to see—32a light of revelation 
to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.” 33As the child’s mother and 
father stood there marveling at the things that were being said, 34Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary, the mother, “This child is destined to be the downfall and 
the rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that is rejected, 35 so that the secret 
thoughts of many may be laid bare. And a sword will pierce your heart as well.” 
36There was a woman named Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, 
who was also a prophet. She had lived a long life, seven years with her husband, 
37and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple, wor-
shiping day and night, fasting and praying. 38Coming up at that moment, she gave 
thanks to God and talked about the child to all who anticipated the deliverance of 
Jerusalem. 
39When the couple had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the Law of God, they re-
turned to Galilee and their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew in size and 
strength. He was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was with him. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL RESPONSE   In His Temple Now Behold Him ELW № 417 

Vs. 1 

 
SERMON  Pastor Jen Rome  
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SERMON HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW № 288 
Vss. 1-2 
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PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PEACE  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 
 

OFFERING HYMN  What Child Is This  ELW № 296 

Vss. 1 & 3 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

paraphrased by an 

anonymous source 

SENDING HYMN 

adapted from a 

Slovak text, trans. 

Vajda 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  

L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER sung to AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

To You, God, in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels.  O come, reign alone; 
O hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

For yours is this wide world; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power, all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever!  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BLESSING  
 
SENDING HYMN  Greet Now the Swiftly Changing Year 

sung to the tune PUER NOBIS   
 

1 Greet now the swiftly changing year 
With joy and penitence sincere. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 
Another year of God’s good grace. 
 

2 God’s love abundant far exceeds 
The volume of a whole year’s needs. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 
Another year of God’s good grace. 
 

3 With Christ as Lord to lead our way 
In want and in prosperity, 
What need we fear in earth or space 

  In this new year of God’s good grace. 
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4 “All glory be to God on high, 
And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 
Another year of God’s good grace. 
 

5 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, hear! 
To all our pleas incline your ear; 
Upon our lives rich blessing trace 

  In this new year of God’s good grace. 
 

DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE There’s a Star in the East arr. David Sims 
 
Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

Confession and absolution: Copyright 2020 Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United 

Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or 

adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pastor Jen Rome 

Presiding  Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians  — Choral Scholars and Choir members 

Prayers  — Drew Johnson 

Reader  — Aster Wilson 

Point for Pilgrims  — Kate Kennedy Spindler 

Zoom Technical Support  — Matt O’Toole 

 

 

PRELUDE, 15th century English Carol  

 

Refrain: Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by by, lully lullay. 

 

1 O sisters too, how may we do, for to preserve this day; 

this poor Youngling, for whom we do sing, by by, lully lullay? 

2 Herod the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day; 

his men of might, in his own sight, all young children to slay. 

3 That woe is me, poor child for thee! And ever morn and day; 

for thy parting neither say nor sing, by by, lully lullay. [Refrain] 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 
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Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries .............................................. The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................ The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director ............... Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs ............................................................... Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ......................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................. Pamela Erwin 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries  .................. Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager..................................................................................... Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator .................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist .................................................................. Denika Anderson 
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Custodian/M@P Support ...................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants ................................................................................. MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


