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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health 

guidelines, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping 

our physical distance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. 

As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for wor-

ship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways to pro-

vide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and 

for nurturing our journeys of faith. 

 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you 

in worshipping at home on this Sunday, as we seek to continue to con-

nect with God and with the Pilgrim body of Christ and with the body of 

Christ around the world. 

 

Regarding upcoming Pilgrim events, we commend you to Pilgrim com-

munity emails (always posted on the Pilgrim website in the Covid sec-

tion), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter (posted on the Pilgrim 

website), where we will continue to share updates. 

 

In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of 

worship, that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and com-

munity sorrows and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through 

all. 

Worship at Home 
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 ELW = Evangelical  

Lutheran Worship 
 

ACS= All Creation Sings 
 

L = Leader, Regular Print 
 

C = Congregation,  Bold  
PRELUDE In Heavenly Love Abiding arr. George Blake 

  Choral Scholars and choir members  
 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L: Let us come before God in confession. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L: Faithful and just God,  
C: we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways 
that lead to death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you 
have first loved us. Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in 
us to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant 
life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.   

 
L: In this is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent the Son 
to atone for our sins. In the name of Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your 
sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and 
inspire you to live for others.  
C: Amen. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

The text may be read on 

pg. 11.  
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GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW № 520 
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GREETING 

L: The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.  
C:  Gracious God, you are the one who grants vision to change your peo-
ple and to change the world. Once in your wisdom you called Saul to your 
service and you showed him the mission that you chose for him, and he 
was changed.  Call us into your service and reveal your mission for us. 
Change us and, by changing us, prepare us to live into the vision you have 
for us for the sake the world. We pray this for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 

POINT FOR PILGRIMS   

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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HYMN We All Are One in Mission ELW № 576 

  Vss. 1-2 
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READING  Acts 9:1-20 
 

1Meanwhile Saul continued to breathe murderous threats against the disciples of Je-
sus. He had gone up to the high priest 2and asked for letters, addressed to the syna-
gogues in Damascus, that would authorize him to arrest and take to Jerusalem any 
followers of the Way that he could find, both women and men. 3As he traveled along 
and was approaching Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly flashed about him. 4He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5“Who are you?” Saul asked. The voice answered, “I am Jesus, and you are persecuting 
me. 6Get up now and go into the city, where you will be told what to do.” 7Those trav-
eling with him were speechless. They heard the voice, but could see no one. 8Saul got 
up from the ground unable to see, even though his eyes were open. They had to take 
him by the hand and lead him into Damascus. 9For three days he continued to be 
blind, during which time he ate and drank nothing. 
 
10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. Christ appeared to him in a vi-
sion, saying, “Ananias.” Ananias said, “Here I am.” 11Then Christ said to him, “Go at 
once to Straight Street, and at the house of Judah ask for a certain Saul of Tarsus. He 
is there praying. 12Saul had a vision that a man named Ananias will come and lay 
hands on him so that he would recover his sight.” 13But Ananias protested, “I have 
heard from many sources about Saul and all the harm he has done to your holy peo-
ple in Jerusalem. 14He is here now with authorization from the chief priests to arrest 
everybody who calls on your name.” 15Christ said to Ananias, “Go anyway. Saul is the 
instrument I have chosen to bring my Name to Gentiles, to rulers, and to the people of 
Israel. 16I myself will show him how much he will have to suffer for my name.” 17With 
that Ananias left. When he entered the house, he laid his hands on Saul, saying, “Saul, 
my brother, I have been sent by Jesus Christ, who appeared to you on the way here, to 
help you recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18Immediately, some-
thing like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. He got up and was 
baptized, 19and his strength returned after he had eaten some food. 
 
Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days, 20and soon began pro-
claiming in the synagogues that Jesus was the Only Begotten of God. 
L: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON  Pastor Chris Smith 
 
SILENCE 
 

PEACE 
 

SILENCE 
The singing bowl  

invites us into a few  

moments of silence 

and reflection. PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we pray 

for all of God’s creation 

Melanie is 

reading the 

Inclusive Bi-

ble text in-

stead of NRSV 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

OFFERING HYMN   I Know That My Redeemer Lives ELW № 619 
Vss. 1 & 4 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

This version of the 

Lord's Prayer, with 

the words "save us 

in the time of trial," 

is from the Iona 

Community in Scot-

land. 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  

L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  Transforming Sprit, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us in the time of tri-
al and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
BLESSING  
 
SENDING HYMN  May the God of Hope Go with Us  ACS № 984  



 10 

 

DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Jesus Shall Reign (Var I) arr. David Cherwien 
 
Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching  Minister — Pastor Chris Smith 

Presiding Minister — Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars and Choir members 

Prayers — Karla Leitzman 

Reader — Melanie Ruda 

Point for Pilgrims — Anderson family 

Zoom Technical Support — Matt O’Toole 
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PRELUDE text by Anna Waring, alt.  
 

1   In heav’nly love abiding, No change my heart shall fear,  

  And safe is such confiding, For nothing changes here.  

  The storm may roar without me, My heart may low be laid; 

  But God is round about me, And can I be dismayed?  

 

2.   Wherever God may guide me, No want  shall turn me back;  

  My Shepherd is beside me, And nothing can I lack.  

  God’s wisdom ever waketh, God’s sight is never dim;  

  Christ knows the way to taketh, And I will walk with him.  

 

3.  Green pastures are before me, Which yet I have not seen;  

  Bright skies will soon be o’er me, Where darkest clouds have been.  

  My hope I cannot measure, The path to life is free,  

  My Saviour has my treasure, And he will walk with me.   
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Lead Pastor (Interim) ................................................................................ The Rev. Chris Smith 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 
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Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs ................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries ................... Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager ....................................................................................... Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 
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Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 
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